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4
th

 Prague Dialogues on Church and State Relations Are Being 

Prepared for Next Year 

The Church Law Society is preparing the 4
th

 international conference Prague Dialogues 

on Church and State Relations for the next year. This time, the conference will focus on the 

spiritual care in public institutions, ie., spiritual service in the army, penitentiaries, hospitals 

and social care facilities. The 4
th

 Prague Dialogues will take place in continuity of three 

previous conferences organized in Prague in 1996, 1998 and 2000. The participation 

of leading experts from Poland, Slovakia, Great Britain, Germany, United States of America, 

Czech Republic and other countries is expected. 

Academic Committee of Czech Christian Academy 

Hold Meeting 

The regular semi-annual meeting of the Czech Christian Academy took place on Saturday, 

9
th 

June 2018, in its seat in the Benedictine Abbey of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Jerome 

and Slavic Saints (Emmaus) in Prague – New Town. The meeting was presided by President 

of the Czech Christian Academy Prof. Tomáš Halík, laureate of the Templeton Prize and 

Honorary Doctor of the Oxford University, and Director of the Academy Mrs. Ilona Trnková. 

There were 27 members of the Academic Committee: vice-presidents of the Czech 

Christian Academy, directors of scientific sections in Prague and chairmen of about one third 

of local groups from all Bohemia and Moravia. According to the presented statistics, 

the Czech Christian Academy has currently 1,120 individual members, five collective 

members and 70 local groups. 

 Prof. Tomáš Halík read a report regarding activity of the Czech Christian Academy 

during the last half-year and the publication of the Universum journal, which is published four 

times a year in 1,500 copies. Mrs. Ilona Trnková presented an economic report. 
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From the Academic Committee of the Czech Christian Academy. From the left, in the first place, Jaroslav Šebek, 

Ilona Trnková and Tomáš Halík. Photo Lenka Tomanová a Michal Přibyl 

 

Then, as usual, the highlight of the evening followed, a part rich in content, during which the 

directors of scientific sections in Prague and chairmen and chairwomen of local groups 

presented reports on their activities, especially about all lectures and other events held during 

the last period. Director of legal section of the Czech Christian Academy Prof. Jiří Rajmund 

Tretera presented a report concerning the section and the Church Law Society as a collective 

member. 

At the end of the session, members of the Academic Committee congratulated 

President Halík on his 70
th

 birthday, which he had on 1
st
 June 2018, and on his extensive 

autobiography, which was published in recent days under the title That was life? [To že byl 

život?] 

Professor Peter Blaho Passed Away 

On 29
th

 May 2018, at the age of 79, Prof. Peter Blaho, Professor of Roman Law, Rector 

Emeritus of the University of Trnava, and Dean Emeritus of its School of Law, Knight 

Commander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great (2001) passed away. Prof. Blaho was 

a friend of the Church Law Society and a benefactor of many members of the Society, Czech 

and Slovak canon law scholars, and he contributed to restoration of church and religion law 

teaching at Slovak schools of law. Funeral Mass was celebrated on 2
nd

 June 2018 by the 

Archbishop Metropolitan of Bratislava, Mons. Stanislav Zvolenský, in the Church of Our 

Lady of Loreto in Bratislava. The body of the deceased was placed on the same day in the 

grave in the cemetery. 

http://www.el-em.cz/
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From the Academic Committee of the Czech Christian Academy. From the left, in the first place, Záboj Horák, 

Jiří Rajmund Tretera and Kamil Šromota. Photo Lenka Tomanová a Michal Přibyl 

 

 
From the Academic Committee of the Czech Christian Academy. Tomáš Halík signs his latest book 

for Iva Bekárková. Photo Lenka Tomanová a Michal Přibyl 

 

http://www.el-em.cz/
http://www.el-em.cz/


4 

Inaugural Evening in Paris 

On 13
th

 June 2018, a ceremonial gathering took place at the Grand Auditorium of the Catholic 

Institute in Paris on the occasion of launching the new website www.droitcanonique.fr. 

The site contains the Latin and French versions of both valid codes of canon law and attaches 

interpretations. The other section lists further valid church legislation. 

 The inaugural evening was hosted by Prof. Ludovic Danto, Dean of the School 

of Canon Law of the Catholic Institute in Paris, Prof. Olivier Echappé, President of Société 

internationale de Droit canonique et de Législations Religieuses Comparées (SIDC) and 

Mrs. Thérèse Harlay, President of the alumni association of the School of Canon Law of the 

Catholic Institute in Paris. The patronage of the evening was taken over by Mons. Joseph 

de Metz-Noblat, Bishop of Langres and Chairman of the Canon Law Council of the Bishops’ 

Conference of France. During the evening Mrs. Isabelle de Gaulmyn, Editor-in-Chief of 

La Croix, presented a speech on the topic New Information Media and the Church: Reflection 

on Website La Croix Africa. The presentation of the website was carried out by R. D. Cédric 

Burgun, Vice-Dean of the School of Canon Law of the Catholic Institute in Paris. 

 

 
www.droitcanonique.fr 

 

From New Publications 

Journals 

Ecclesiastical Law Journal, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, ISSN 0956-618X, 

Vol 20 No 2, May 2018, 

including: 

CAMPBELL, James, The Use of the Term ‘Pastoral’ in the 1983 Code of Canon Law 

with Reference to the 1917 Code, pp. 173–184, 

DOMINGO, Rafael, Penal Law in the Roman Catholic Church, pp. 158–172, 

http://www.droitcanonique.fr/
https://africa.la-croix.com/
http://www.droitcanonique.fr/
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SANDBERG, Russell, Clarifying the Definition of Religion Under English Law: 

The Need for a Universal Definition, pp. 132–157. 

 

Ecumeny and Law, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, Katowice, ISSN 2353-4877, 

Volume 4 (2016), 

including: 

SŁOMKA, Jan, Augustine’s Argumentation against Religious Freedom, pp. 7–17, 

SZYMIK, Jerzy, Freedom and Christology according to Theologiae Benedictae, 

Two Concepts, Two Anthropologies, One Logos/Son, pp. 19–40, 

SOJKA, Jerzy, Religious Freedom in the Doctrine of the Evangelical (Lutheran) 

Church of the Augsburg Confession, pp. 41–62, 

VAKIN, Volodymyr, The Role of Christian Freedom in the Light of the Orthodox 

Church’s Teachings in a Secularized Society, pp. 63–75, 

HALEMBA, Andrzej, Religious Freedom in the Middle East, pp. 77–101, 

PASTWA, Andrzej, The Law of the Church — the Law of Freedom, pp. 105–125, 

PŘIBYL, Stanislav, Freedom of Conscience in the Code of Canon Law, pp. 127–143, 

RYGUŁA, Piotr, Religious Freedom in Spain, pp. 145–163, 

HAERING, Stephan, The Basic Right of the Freedom of Religion in Germany: 

Constitutional Legal Concept and Current Tendencies, pp. 165–180, 

REES, Wilhelm, The Rights to Religious Freedom and Beliefs – Development, Legal 

Foundations, and Recent Trends in Austria, pp. 181–219, 

PETRESCU, Teodosie, CHIRILUŢĂ, Bogdan, Religious Freedom in Romania, 

pp. 221–234, 

DURĂ, Nicolae V., From the Church Autonomy of the Archbishop Andrei Şaguna 

to the Autonomy of the Religious Denominations in the Romanian State: 

Ecclesiological-Canonical Considerations, pp. 235–256, 

NĚMEC, Damián, Conscientious Objection in Current Czech Law, pp. 257–273, 

MITITELU, Cătălina, The Autonomy of Religious Denominations in Romania, pp. 275–

296. 

 

Philosophy and Canon Law, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śląskiego, Katowice, ISSN 2450-

4955, 

including: 

DANCÁK, Pavol, Christian Thinking in Secular Context, pp. 9–19, 

LEFEBURE, Leo D., Gaudium et Spes, Nostra Aetate, Dignitatis Humanae, and 

the Opening of the Catholic Church to Other Religious Traditions, pp. 21–37, 

DUPKALA, Rudolf, Conflict or Dialogue of Cultures in the Context of Current 

Migrations, pp. 39–57, 

WIECZOREK, Krzysztof, “Behold, Now Is the Acceptable Time for a Change 

of Heart.” A Christian Response to the Migration Problem, pp. 59–81, 

KANIA, Witold, Gaudium et Spes on Human Dignity and Its Implications in Bioethics, 

pp. 83–97, 
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KOBLÍŽEK, Jan, Evaluating Political Society in Rerum Novarum in the Context 

of Francisco Suárez’s Social Doctrine and Its Development in Gaudium et Spes, 

pp. 99–112, 

HITTINGER, John, Three Dimensions of Catholic Political Participation: Dignity, 

Secularity, and Witness, pp. 113–126, 

PŘIBYL, Stanislav, Gaudium et Spes: Between Pastoral Character and Prescriptive 

Obligatoriety, pp. 129–140, 

GAŁKOWSKI, Tomasz, Correlation of Rights and Duties of the Faithful in the 

Constitution Gaudium et Spes and Its Influence on the Formulations in the Code 

of Canon Law, pp. 141–153, 

NĚMEC, Damián, Specific Accents in the Rights and Obligations of Christian Faithful 

in the CCEO and Their Actual Relevance, pp. 155–167, 

KRUKOWSKI, Józef, Culture and Law in Pluralistic Society, pp. 169–183, 

SITARZ, Mirosław, Relations between Church and State in Gaudium et Spes, pp. 185–

202, 

PASTWA, Andrzej, Gaudium et Spes: An Enormous Step towards Overcoming 

the Dualism between Natural Marriage and the Sacrament of Matrimony, pp. 203–

219, 

ŚWITO, Lucjan, Responsible Parenthood in the Context of Contemporary Challenges, 

pp. 221–234, 

TOMKIEWICZ, Małgorzata, Femininity and Masculinity as a Legal Issue, pp. 235–

251, 

SZCZOT, Elżbieta, Family in the Face of Globalization, pp. 253–267. 
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