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29th November 2024, Olomouc: The 8th Central European Young Canonists Forum at Palacký University, 

under the leadership of Pspg/!Ebnj˙o!O̍nec OP.                                                             Photo;!Gsbouj͋fl!Qpo˥ͨjm 
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The 8th Central European Young Canonists Forum,  
Palacký University Olomouc, 29. 11. 2024 

 

On Friday, 29th November 2024, the Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Theology in Olomouc 

(CMTF) hosted an international forum of young canonists, which was organised by Prof. 

Dami§n NŊmec, Dr Monika Menke and ICLic. JiŚ² Z§meļn²k from the Church Law Department, 

with the help of CMTF students. The attendees were welcomed by Associate Professor V²t 

Huġek, Dean of the Faculty of Theology. Eleven papers were presented at the forum; they were 

delivered in three sessions. 

The first session was chaired by Professor Wilhelm Rees and the following people presented 

their papers in German during it: G§bor Kisse from the Esterh§zy K§roly Catholic University, 

Eger, Hungary (Criminal law and forensic science. The road to effective preliminary investiga-

tion?); No®mi X®nia Sereghy from the Catholic Private University Linz, Austria (The number 

of churches sui iuris in historical retrospect); P®ter Galambv§ri from the Theological College 

of St. Athanasius, Miskolc, Hungary (The hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Apos-

tolic Administration ï later Exarchate ï in Miskolc). 

The second session was chaired by Prof. Dami§n NŊmec and five papers were presented in 

English: Kacper ĞŃdowski from the Jagellonian University Krakow (One understanding of the 

concept of juridical personality in canon law and secular law); Mat® Szapolonczay from P§z-

many Peter Catholic University, Budapest (Different theories regarding the origins and nature 

of supra-episcopal power); M§rk Aur®l £rszegi from P§zmany Peter Catholic University, Bu-

dapest (The relationship between the College of Cardinals and the Roman Curia after Praedi-

cate evangelium); Kat· Pazm§n from Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania (The 

professional challenges of diagnosing gambling disorder in the practice of ecclesiastical judi-

cial courts); Mara Albracht from the University of Bonn (Canon 1395 Ä 3 CIC/1983 in the light 

of current discourses on sexual offences in secular criminal law). 

The third session was moderated by ICLic. JiŚ² Z§meļn²k and during it three papers were 

presented in Italian: Tom§ġ Moln§r from P§zmany Peter Catholic University, Budapest (A se-

lection of current psychological causes of the inability to marry); Katalin Nagy from P§zmany 

Peter Catholic University, Budapest (The person in the new Book VI in the 1983 Code of Canon 

Law); G§bor Vit§lis SDB from the Salesian Pontifical University, Rome (Forms and possibili-

ties of compensation). 

The publication of the forum proceedings is not being considered, but the speakers are free 

to publish their papers anywhere in professional journals. There was a lively discussion at the 

end of the forum, mostly on compensation and criminal matters. 
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Prof. NŊmec thanked everyone for their contributions and invited the participants to next 

yearôs forum, which will be held in Olomouc on 14th November 2025. Information will be 

published on the website http://www.youngcanonistsforum.com. 

 

 

 

Prof. Wilhelm Rees from Innsbruck and Prof. Dami§n NŊmec OP from Olomouc. 

Text and photo Frantiġek Pon²ģil 

 

 

 
The leadership of the Czech Christian Academy 

met at the Emmaus Monastery 
 

How we looked forward to the meeting of the Academy Committee of the Czech Christian 

Academy (CCA), which consists of a six-member presidium, the directors of ten specialist sec-

tions and the presidents of local groups. The academy has 70 local groups throughout Bohemia, 
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Moravia and Silesia (one group is on Nelson Island in Antarctica), 62 of which are active. More 

than a third of the representatives of the local groups attend the meetings of the academy com-

mittee, which are held every six months, in June and December. 

On Saturday, 7th December 2024, we all gathered in the chapter hall of the Emmaus Bene-

dictine Monastery in Pragueôs Nov® MŊsto district. The start time was set for 11 oôclock, but 

half the participants were already in place an hour earlier, so that we could all talk face to face 

again after a long gap. 

At the strike of 11 oôclock, the meeting began. Around the table sat representatives of the 

sections and local groups, and at its head sat the Academyôs president, Mons. Tom§ġ Hal²k, 

professor at Charles Universityôs Faculty of Arts, Academy director, Mrs. Ilona Trnkov§, and 

on their right and left the vice-presidents, Jan Kotas, recently appointed as the provost of the 

Royal Collegiate Chapter in Vyġehrad, Professor Pavel Hoġek from the Protestant Theological 

Faculty, Charles University, and Petra Oul²kov§, the director of the Art History Section. 

 

 
 

At the head of the table Pavel Hoġek, Mons. Tom§ġ Hal²k, Ilona Trnkov§, Jan Kotas and Petra 

Oul²kov§. 

 

In his six-monthly report, President Tom§ġ Hal²k stated that as of today the Czech Christian 

Academy has 1,129 individual members and five collective members, and that the Centre for 

Theology and Art, whose director, architect Norbert Schmidt, was welcomed among us, has 

been added to the existing ten scientific sections. 

Right at the beginning we admitted several new members (who are usually accepted by a per 

rollam vote of all the members of the Academy Committee) and agreed to the founding of a new 

local group in Boskovice in Moravia. We heard with interest that both Catholics and Protestants 

are members of the group. The psychologist Marek Ģenata was appointed to lead the group. 
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Mrs. Trnkov§ read out the economic report, to which the committee gave its unanimous 

approval. 

This was followed by reports from the individual CCA specialist sections and the more than 

twenty local groups that were represented. As President Tom§ġ Hal²k says, this is always the 

highlight of the programme. 

 

 
 

A view of the meeting room from the other end. 

 

Let us list some of them. The first to speak was PhDr. Petra Oul²kov§, Ph.D., the director of 

the Art History Section and member of presidium as a representative of scientific sections. She 

was followed by the director of the Section for Christian Spirituality, Mgr. Petr Mucha, Ph.D. 

He gave a report on the activities of a special facility of the Czech Christian Academy created 

a few years ago in the building of the former Jesuit Residence in Kol²n in the Elbe valley. This 

is the Centre for Christian Spirituality and Spiritual Exercise. He informed us that 37 spiritual 

exercises had been held under the guidance of 25 instructors in the Kol²n Residence, as the 

centre is still called, during the six months under review. The plan is to introduce spiritual ac-

companiment by individual instructors for those who request it. 

The representative of the local group in Klatovy in the Ġumava (Bohemian Forest) gave us 

a report on several lectures devoted to the books of the poet Jaroslav Seifert, Czech Nobel Prize 

winner (1984) and the misrepresentation of his work during the communist regime. Also, about 

the popularisation of hospital chaplaincy and about the book the Four Vision Quests of Jesus 

by Steven Charleston, an American Episcopal Church bishop of Native American origin. Marek 

Orko V§cha, a priest, biologist and ethnographer, has made sure that the book is available to 

Czech readers. We recommend that everyone should get a copy. 

The local group in řevnice (Central Bohemia) reported on its numerous activities and an-

nounced that it is planning to change some events in the future into seminars in homes. Just like 
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in the old days when we used to hide from the communist secret police in flats. It is intimate 

and cheaper. Everything has got much more expensive in the řevnice area. It is full of rich 

people. 

Prof. RNDr. Jan Bedn§Ś, CSc. gave a paper on behalf of the Natural Sciences Section. He 

mainly dealt with editorial work to further improve the professional quarterly journal, Univer-

sum, which the Czech Christian Academy publishes as its flagship. It is no coincidence that he 

is the one who takes care of the magazine. After all, most of the articles are about the natural 

sciences. 

Ing. Michal C§b, our dear representative of the local group in Blatnice upon St. Antonin, 

a small and distinctive village in south-east Moravia, who is never absent, reported on the abun-

dant activities of this group. We all had a good laugh when we heard that one of the evenings 

had been entitled ñHow good it is to be a member of the Czech Christian Academyò. 

The local group in Ġternberk, Moravia, reported on a lecture entitled ñIs aesthetic surgery 

morally acceptable?ò 

Reports followed from the local group in KromŊŚ²ģ, home to an eminent archbishopôs gram-

mar school and castle in eastern Moravia, and Peļky to the east of Prague, with which Church 

Law Society maintains very warm relations. In particular, it announces in its magazines all the 

lecture events that the Czech Christian Academy holds in this small and traditional town, and 

there are a lot of them: one every month. In various branches of science, art and all education. 

The historian, PhDr. Jan StŚ²brnĨ, secretary of the Historical Section, talked about the im-

portance of organising international Red Wednesday, memory of all suffering Christians and 

Jews all over the world, and recommended inviting Associate Professor Josef HolĨ, well-known 

for his Lapeni v soci§ln²ch s²t²ch (Caught in social networks) podcast on social media, to the 

lectures. In general, we need to pay maximum attention to the impact that the media has. 

Representatives from ĢeleznĨ Brod in northern Bohemia and Valaġsk® MeziŚ²ļ² on the east-

ern tip of Moravia also spoke. 

Mgr. Milan Mareġ, the representative of the local group in Mlad§ Boleslav, the central Bo-

hemian town known for producing Ġkoda cars, gave a detailed report on three lectures, which 

the local group had held there in the last six months. They were on the future of the automobile 

industry, the importance of hospices for the terminally ill, which was given by Mark®ta 

VanŊļkov§, and the subject of self-delusion, which was discussed by the priest ĠtŊp§n Smolen, 

parish priest in Jablonec (Gablonz) in Northern Bohemia. There is a good recording of the last 

of these lectures that can be listened to. 

Then, Rev. JiŚ² Rajmund Tretera OP, the representative of the Academyôs Legal Section and 

the Church Law Society as a collective member, gave his report. He brought samples of the 

latest issues of the societyôs professional quarterly, the Church Law Review, the monthly 

Church Mirror, the Church Reporter in English and Czech versions, and the newly established 

monthly Mġeno Parish News. 

He gave a report on the symposium of the 5th Prague Dialogues on Church and State Rela-

tions in June 2024 on the topic of categorical pastoral care in ten European countries, which 

was attended by a large number of students from Prague and Vienna, and on the 30th Church 

and State conference, which the Society organised at the Faculty of Law at Masaryk University 

in Brno in September 2024 where our leading experts spoke on the Catholic and Protestant 

reform of ecclesiastical criminal law. 
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He also reported on the activities of the Church Law Societyôs local groups in Prague, Brno, 

Olomouc, StŚ²bro (Mies, western Bohemia), Ļesk® BudŊjovice and the group newly founded in 

Mġeno near MŊln²k under the name Skaliļka. 

He reminded everyone that since 15th November Bible classes are being recorded on 

YouTube in the middle of each month, now from the studio in Mġeno, at the address 

 

https://spcp.prf.cuni.cz/biblicke-hodiny/ 
 

He promised that it will be possible to use the large barn as a hall for lectures, concerts and 

film screenings. 

 

 
 

JiŚ² Rajmund Tretera speaking during the Academy Committee meeting. 

 

The last to speak was Ing. arch. Mgr. Norbert Schmidt, director of the Centre for Theology 

and Art, which has transferred from the Catholic Theological Faculty at Charles University to 

come under the umbrella of the Czech Christian Academy. He told us about the centreôs pro-

gramme, and we would recommend having a look at it on the internet. 

We talked about the monthly magazine Romany Soul (Romano VoŅi) and about a book 

entitled My Years in Israel written by a former Czech ambassador to Israel. 

As usual after two hours, at one oôclock, the Academy Committee ended. However, most of 

the attendees stayed for another hour chatting. 

Text JiŚ² Rajmund Tretera 

Photos Czech Christian Academy 
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A rose by the summerhouse in the front garden at the Mġeno Skaliļka estate. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Treaty with the Apostolic See aims to protect  
religious freedom  

October 30, 2024 

 

Representatives of the Czech Republic and the Apostolic See signed a treaty on various legal issues 

(concordat) on Thursday, 24 October 2024. If the Parliament of the Czech Republic subsequently ap-

proves the ratification of this treaty, the concordat, as a special human rights treaty, will strengthen the 

protection of individual and collective religious freedom for all believers in the Czech Republic. 

 


