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25" May 2026: the Cathedral of Saints Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert in Prague Castle. The installation
of Mons. Stanislav Pribyl as the new Archbishop of Prague and Primate of Bohemia.
Photo Man and Faith
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The new Archbishop of Prague is installed

On the feast day of St. Mark the Apostle, Saturday 25" April 2026, Prague witnessed
a momentous event that will be remembered for many decades to come. It was the enthronement
of the new, young Archbishop and Metropolitan of Prague and Primate of Bohemia, Mons.
Stanislav Pfibyl, a native of Prague (* 1971), a former Provincial of the Redemptorists at Svata
Hora (The Holy Mountain) near Piibram and, later, the Bishop of Litométice (north Bohemia).

In the second courtyard of Prague Castle, the new archbishop is welcomed by Canon Gabriel Rijad
Mulamuhic, O.Cr., of the Collegiate Chapter of Sts. Cosmas and Damian in Stard Boleslav,
the site of St. Wenceslas’ death. In his hands, Canon Mulamuhic is holding the Palladium of the Czech
Lands, a cast of a gold image of the Virgin Mary, which the patron saints of Europe, Cyril and
Methodius, brought to Great Moravia, it was used by St. Wenceslas and, following his death, it was
hidden in the ground for some time.
To the left of Canon Mulamuhic is Roman Czudek, General Secretary
of the Czech Bishops’ Conference, from the Tésin region (Czech Silesia). In the background are the
bishops and abbots of Bohemia and Moravia.
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This photo shows the new Archbishop of Prague, Mons. Stanislav Pribyl, CSsR, and his predecessor,
Archbishop Emeritus of Prague, Mons. Jan Bosco Graubner, walking through the third castle
courtyard to the cathedral.
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At the entrance to the cathedral, the new archbishop is welcomed by the cathedral’s parish priest,
Canon Milan Hanus. Mons. Pribyl kisses the cross. They are assisted by Bishops Zdenek Wasserbauer
and Karel Herbst and Archbishop Jan Graubner.
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Archbishop Jan Bosco Graubner hands over the archbishop’s crozier to Archbishop Pribyl.

At the altar, the new Archbishop of Prague, Stanislav Pribyl CSsR, embraces Cardinal Christoph
Schonborn OP, Archbishop Emeritus of Vienna, who was born in Bohemia and whose great-uncle
Frantisek de Paula Schonborn served as Archbishop of Prague from 1885 until 1899.
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Present throughout the ceremony were the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Jude Thaddeus
Okolo, the outgoing Archbishop of Prague, Jan Bosco Graubner, the Archbishop Emeritus of
Vienna, Cardinal Christoph Schénborn, the Metropolitan of Moravia, Archbishop of Olomouc
and President of the Czech Bishops’ Conference, Josef Nuzik, the Auxiliary Bishop of Prague,
Zdenek Wasserbauer, and the Director of the Archdiocesan Charity, Jaroslav Némec,
representing the faithful.

Father Rajmund Tretera OP was delighted by the presence of his personal friend and fellow
brother in the Dominican Order, Christoph Schonborn, whom he had known before the
revolution as a teacher at Fribourg University in Switzerland and as the head of the underground
Dominican general studies programme in Prague.

More than twenty Bohemian and Moravian bishops and abbots took part in the ceremony,
along with almost the same number of provincials from other religious orders. The President of
the Czech Republic and his wife were also in attendance and he delivered a speech. Many
members of the Czech Parliament and leaders of several political parties were also present.

Finally, the representatives of Christian churches and the Jewish Rabbi David Max bestowed
a blessing on the new Archbishop of Prague.

The Archbishop of Prague appointed Rev. Josef Ptacek, canon of the Collegiate Chapter of
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary at KarlStejn Castle, former priest in the parish of St. Philip
and St. James in Prague-Hlubocepy and IT specialist for the Archdiocese of Prague, as his vicar
general.

Photos Man and Faith

Mons. Josef Ptacek, the new vicar general of the Archdiocese of Prague.
Photo David Tichy
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15t ecumenical-legal conference
Brenna, Poland

The traditional, international ecumenical-legal conference in Brenna was held on 15" and 16
April 2026, this year on the topic of Charta Oecumenica. With Hope for the Future.

The conference was organised by the Department of Canon Law and Ecumenism of the
Faculty of Theology at the University of Silesia in Katowice (Poland), in collaboration with the
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Theology at Palacky University Olomouc (Czech Republic)
and the Greek-Catholic Theological Faculty at the University of PreSov (Slovak Republic). The
organising team from the University of Silesia’s Faculty of Theology led by Dr hab. Andrzej
Pastwa invited experts from Central Europe — philosophers, ecumenologists, canonists, lawyers
and theologians — to participate.

This year’s conference marked the anniversary of the signing of the first ecumenical charter,
which was signed in Strasbourg in April 2001 on behalf of the Council of the Bishops’
Conferences of Europe by its then-president, the Czech Catholic Primate and Archbishop of
Prague, Cardinal Miloslav VIk, alongside the representative of the Conference of European
Churches, Jéremie, the Orthodox Metropolitan of Paris. Its updated version was signed in Rome
on 5™ November 2025 by the president of the Conference of European Churches, Archbishop
Nikitas of Thyateira and Great Britain, and Archbishop Gintaras GruSas of Vilnius, the
president of the Council of the Bishops’ Conferences of Europe.

As in previous years, this year’s conference was held in Brenna at the retreat house of the
Archdiocese of Katowice. On the first day, presentations were given by Bishop Wojciech Pracki
of the Evangelical Church, who spoke on the topic of The Relevance of the New Ecumenical
Charter and the Need for its Adoption; Prof. Aleksander Banka (University of Silesia in
Katowice) addressed the topic of Ecumenism’s Place in the Teaching of Pope Francis; Prof.
Marek Rembierz (University of Silesia in Katowice) discussed the subject of The Culture of
Encounter and Dialogue. On the Sources and Ways of Understanding the Quest for Unity (on
the 25" anniversary of the proclamation of the Ecumenical Charter); Prof. Pavol Dancak
(PreSov University) spoke on Diversity and Unity as Prerequisites for Peace in the Philosophy
of Nicholas of Cusa; Prof. Krzysztof Wieczorek (University of Silesia in Katowice) addressed
the topic of Asking for Reconciliation. The Christian Spirituality of J. M. Nouwen and
Ecumenism; Prof. Mariusz Wojewoda (University of Silesia in Katowice) spoke on the subject
on The Hopes and Challenges of New Technologies. A Comparison of the Concept of Hope, as
Understood by Benedict XVI and Byung-Chul Han.
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Bishop Wojciech Pracki of the Evangelical Church at the lectern.

The next block of lectures focused on the dialogue between the Catholic Church and
Pentecostal churches. Presentations were given by: Prof. Wojciech Gajewski (Gdansk
University, Poland), Dr. Przemystaw Sawa (University of Silesia in Katowice) and Dr. Andrze;j
Migda (Gdansk University).

On the second day, the canonists presented their topics. The first to speak was Assoc. Prof.
Jurij Popovi¢ (PreSov University) on the subject Between Law and Unity. The Charta
Oecumenica from the Perspective of Eastern Canon Law. He was followed by Dr. Monika
Menke (Palacky University, Olomouc) on the topic of The New Charta Oecumenica as a Source
of Inspiration for Churches in the Czech Republic. Prof. Damian Némec from the same
university focused on Interchurch Dialogue in the Public Sphere. Ecumenical Aspects of
Negotiating Concordat Agreements. Prof. Jerzy Sojka (Christian Theological Academy in
Warsaw) discussed the issue of The Charta Oecumenica — An Attempt at a Lutherian
Commentary. Prof. Piotr Kroczek (Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakoéw) spoke on
Human Dignity and Data Protection in the Activities of Churches — Ecumenical Challenges in
Light of the Charta Oecumenica 20235.
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Prof. Damian Némec OP.

In addition, Assoc. Prof. Stanislav Ptfibyl (Theology Faculty of the University of South
Bohemia in Ceské Budg&jovice), who was absent due to illness, sent his contribution on the role
of Catholic bishops in ecumenical relations, and a paper titled 7he Diverse Goals of Ecumenical
and Interreligious Dialogues According to the Renewed Ecumenical Charter and the New
Documents of the World Council of Churches was presented online by Prof. Piotr Kopiec (John
Paul II Catholic University in Lublin).

Discussions were held among individual groups of lecturers and continued at the end of the
conference when everyone had lunch together. Approximately forty researchers attended the
conference, including students from the Faculty of Theology in Katowice. As is traditional,
there were also several members of the Church Law Society in attendance. The proceedings
were conducted in Polish and English. The contributions were published as scholarly articles in
English in the journal Ecumeny and Law, which is produced by the University of Silesia in
Katowice.

Monika Menke
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Ratification of the concordat between the Czech
Republic and the Holy See cannot be completed

We were sorry to hear that the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic, in a finding
published on 1% April 2026, has halted the process of ratifying the concordat with the Holy See.

The Treaty between the Czech Republic and the Holy See on Certain Legal Matters was
signed in Prague on 24™ October 2024. Both the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate of the
Parliament of the Czech Republic subsequently approved the treaty, and both chambers
recommended the ratification of the treaty.

A group of seventeen senators then asked the Constitutional Court to assess the treaty’s
compliance with the constitutional order. The Constitutional Court confirmed that almost the
entire text of the treaty follows the Constitution of the Czech Republic. There were only two
points on which a majority of its members expressed doubts: simply put, it did not like the
emphasis on the absolute seal of confession and the retention of official documents from church
proceedings in church archives.

From New Literature

DUKA, Dominik and SMID, Marek, Dominik Duka. The Final Word: An Unfinished Interview
with Marek Smid and Recollections of Prominent Figures, CAS publishers, Ritka, 2026, 205
pp-,
the following individuals shared their recollections of their lifelong collaborations with
Dominik Duka:
TRETERA, Jiti Raymund OP, priest and university professor, long-time associate and
secretary to Dominik Duka, pp. 133-142,
ROB, Romuald Stépan, Roman Catholic parish priest in Karlovy Vary and media advisor
to Dominik Duka, pp. 143—148,
MATL, Vojtéch, deacon and long-time master of ceremonies for Dominika Duka, pp.
149-158.
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