Church Law R
SOCiety O/’fET AV

CHURCH REPORTER
4/2026

Newsletter for the English-speaking members and friends of the Church Law Society
Prague — Brno — Olomouc — Stribro — Ceské Budéjovice — MSeno

2" June 2026 | Volume 11 | English version

23 May 2026: Rev. Jifi Rajmund Tretera OP blesses the fire engines on the town square in M$eno on the
occasion of the 150t anniversary of the founding of the town’s Volunteer Fire Brigade.
Photo Dr. Martin Senk
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15t National Scientific Conference for Young

Researchers in Poland
Catholic University in Lublin, 30t May 2026

On 30™ May 2026, the Catholic University in Lublin (KUL) hosted the fifteenth edition of the
conference entitled 7he Code of Canon Law in the Research of Young Researchers. The
conference organisers were the KUL Department of Public and Constitutional Church Law led
by Prof. Mirostaw Sitarz; the Legal Commission of the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN),
Lublin branch; the Society of Polish Canonists; and the Association of Alumni and Friends of
the Faculty of Legal Sciences at KUL. The young researchers, doctoral students and pre-
habilitation scholars presented twenty-two papers, mostly in Polish (with one paper in Italian),
and each session was followed by a discussion. In addition to doctors and doctoral students
from Polish universities, the conference was also attended by delegates from the Czech
Republic, including several members of the Church Law Society.

Prof. Jozef Krukowski and Prof. Mirostaw Sitarz.
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The opening joint session was moderated by Prof. Krzysztof Mikotajczuk (KUL) and
presentations were given by Michaela Morav¢ikova from Trnava law faculty (Mixed Marriages
Between Catholics and Tatars: Between Sharia Law, Canon Law and Polish Civil Law),
Bartosz Zygmunt from the University of Silesia in Katowice (Between the Altar and the Screen:

Canon Law and the Transmission of Liturgy and Sacred Music in New Media) and Marcin
Dunaj from KUL (The Right to Defence in Criminal Proceedings).

Afterwards, the conference participants were split into concurrent sessions (there were a total
of six), which were successively chaired by: Prof. Jozef Krukowski (Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski
University — UKSW/KUL), Prof. Ambrozy Skorupa (KUL), Prof. Dariusz Borek (UKSW),
Prof. Leszek Adamowicz (KUL) and Prof. Pawel Kaleta (KUL), who in this way supported
(not only) their students.

Dr. Michaela Moravcikova from Trnava giving a lecture.

During the first stage of these sessions, the following researchers presented the results of
their work: Przemystaw Lemieszek (KUL): Metus reverentialis or the Dependent Personality
— Dilemmas of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence; Malgorzata Bessaraba-Dudek: The Objectives and
Characteristics of Catholic Marriage; Piotr Pudto (KUL): The Diocesan Bishop as Judge
(iudex natus) in Summary Proceedings for the Declaration of the Nullity of Marriage;
Katarzyna Zdonek (KUL): Legal Justification for the Indissolubility of Marriage; Dawid
Pietras FSSP: The 2024 Position of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith on the
Discernment of Alleged Supernatural Phenomena, Malwina Kedracka (KUL): The 2024
Position of the Dicastery for the Eastern Churches on Selected Issues Concerning Relations
Between Churches sui iuris; Igor Kilanowski (UKSW): The Influence of 21*'-Century Papal
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Teaching on Legislation and Academic Practice; Piotr Krawczyk OFMCap (KUL): Canonical
Requirements for a Delegate Receiving Religious Vows, Ryszard Pankiewicz: A Patient’s Right
to Pastoral Care in Light of Therapeutic Privileges — the Perspective of Polish and Canon Law;
Maciej Andrzejewski (the Pontifical University of John Paul Il in Krakow): 4 Cleric’s Liability
for Damage Caused During Liturgical Acts from the Perspective of Canon Law; Monika Menke
(the Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Theology, Palacky University Olomouc — CMTF
UPOL): Consecrated Widows (Ordo viduarum) in the Czech Republic;, Gizela John (UKSW):
Penalties and Disciplinary Measures Against Laypeople — The Limits of the Application of
Canonical Criminal Law; Kamil Krakowski: The Influence of Pope Francis’ Pontificate on the
Canonical Status of Laypeople in the Church; Patryk Btonski (KUL): The Acceptance of
Baptised Non-Catholics into Full Unity with the Catholic Church in the Bulgarian Context;
Stefan Brinda: Sede Romana impedita — An Outline of the Issue; Jiti Zameénik (CMTF UPOL):
Potestas ordinis a iurisdictionis: From Canonical Tradition to Contemporary Debates,
Stanistaw Kawa (The Theological Institute of Saint Archbishop Joseph Bilczewski in Lviv):
Church Administration in the Age of Digitalisation — Theory and Practice; Krzysztof
Matejczuk (KUL): The Duty and Right of Parents to Provide a Christian Upbringing for their
Children; Kamil Sulkowski (KUL): An Expert Opinion as Evidence in Marriage Annulment
Proceedings.

The Czech delegates attending the conference were Monika Menke and Jifi Zamecnik
from CMTF UP Olomouc and Rev. Stefan Brinda, currently serving in the Ecclesiastical Court
in Prague. It is interesting to see which aspects of canon and religion law are currently the focus
of research by young scholars: these often involve responses to current problems such as
criminal proceedings within the Church, artificial intelligence or multicultural society.

As in previous years, most of the papers that were presented should be published in the
conference proceedings or as articles in the peer-reviewed journal Koscidl i Prawo, which is
published by Lublin Catholic University.

Text and photos Dr. Monika Menke, Olomouc

From the flower garden at the Skalicka
residence

White Brompton stock (Matthiola incana). Mrs. Nagyova'’s Rose.
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Night of Churches 2026

On Friday, 29™ May 2026, the Night of Churches — a festival of open churches — was celebrated
throughout the Czech Republic.

This year saw the debut of St. Martin’s Catholic Church in MSeno (Diocese of Litom¢fice),
an imposing Neo-Romanesque structure with a tower visible forty kilometres away from the
outskirts of Prague.

Father Rajmund giving a talk on the topic “What is a Catholic church?”.
In the sanctuary at the back is the tabernacle containing the Blessed Sacrament.
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The setting sun shines through the stained-glass windows.
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In the church, except for during services and on the Night of Churches,
people speak in a whisper, not aloud.

The organ concert is about to begin: the programme includes works by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
and Charles-Marie Widor. The concert is performed by Martin Bures,
a well-known graduate of the Prague Conservatory.
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Two organisers of the Night of Churches are arriving.
In the background is the altar of St. Martin, on the right is the altar of the Virgin Mary.
Photos Otto Vokal Prague/Mseno

The Mseno Volunteer Fire Brigade celebrates
150 years

Its motto is: To God's glory, to our neighbours’ aid.

A
7

Jiri Guttenberg Sr., mayor of Mseno, presents awards to the Volunteer Fire Brigade.
Father Jiri Rajmnud Tretera OP is sitting in the front wearing a cope.
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23" May 2026, during the celebration of the 150™ anniversary of the founding of Mseno Volunteer
Fire Brigade: Jiri Guttenberg Sr., mayor of Mseno (with his back to the camera), deputy mayor
Mgr. Marcela Prieloznd, Rev. Jiri Rajmund Tretera OP and Dr. Zaboj Hordk
are conversing in front of the podium.
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Mgr. Marcela Prielozna, deputy mayor of Mseno, hands over a new banner bearing the inscription
“Saint Florian, protect our town from fire” to the Volunteer Fire Brigade.

Photos Dr. Martin Senk

Pilgrimage to Saint Zdislava and thanksgiving for
the return of her stolen skull

For a few days, the whole of the Czech Republic was on edge: on 12 May 2026, an unknown
perpetrator stole a precious relic from the Pontifical Basilica of St. Lawrence and St. Zdislava
in Jablonné v Podjestédi (Diocese of Litomeétice): the skull of Saint Zdislava (1220-1252),
patroness of families, the Dominican Order, the Diocese of Litoméfice and the Liberec region.
Fortunately, two days later, Czech police tracked it down and returned the skull — which in the
meantime the thief had managed to encase in concrete — to the church. Thanks to the meticulous
work of restorers, the skull was cleaned and returned to the basilica.

On 30™ May, the feast day of Saint Zdislava, the skull was ceremoniously displayed in the
presence of church and state officials. In honour of Saint Zdislava a pilgrimage mass was
celebrated here at 11 a.m., attended by the Archbishop of Prague, and at 2 p.m. there was
a Dominican mass.
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Father Jifi Rajmund and Brother Zaboj arrived from MsSeno and participated in the
Dominican mass: Father Rajmund as a concelebrant, Zaboj as the sole ministrant.

Mons. Stanislav Pribyl, Archbishop of Prague and Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of
Litomérice, receives the skull from the Czech Police. On the left, bowing, is the guardian of the tomb
of Saint Zdislava, Rev. Pavel Maria Mayer OP.

The police officers, who quickly apprehended the thief and found the skull, attended the mass.
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The main celebrant and preacher on the Dominican pilgrimage to Saint Zdislava:
Rev. Kliment Mikulka OP, parish priest at St. Giles” Church in Prague.

Photos Man and Faith
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