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The CLS Local Group in StFibro Meets for the Fourth Time

The fourth meeting of the West Bohemian CLS group was held on Sunday,
221 June 2025 in the hall of St¥ibro Primary Art School. We continued with the
topic New Directions in Church Law, the first part of which was presented in Jan-
uary 2025. Both speakers, Prof. Jifi Rajmund Tretera, president of the CLS, and
Assoc. Prof. Zaboj Horék, CLS vice-president, had prepared a presentation, the
first half of which gave an overview of church-wide canon law from 1140 until
the present day and the second a summary of the criminal offences according to
the regulations in force since 2021. The lecture was moderated by Bc. Frantisek
Kratochvil, chairman of the CLS local group in Stfibro. CLS member Martina
Novackova baked a cake for Prof. Tretera for his 85" birthday. Everyone enjoyed
the sociable and friendly atmosphere for more than two hours.

Frantisek Kratochvil

American Financial Aid for the Church Law Review is Ending

On 26™ June 2025, we received a letter from the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee on Aid to the Church in Central and Eastern
Europe. This support organisation has come to the conclusion that, according to
information that the USA has, the material situation of Czech citizens is so good
that the Church here no longer needs aid, and that we should ask for it from Czech
citizens, whose material situation has improved so substantially since the fall of
the communist regime. The American Bishops’ Conference committee will be
transferring its support to journals published in other countries in our region that
are more in need.

The long-standing financial aid for the Church Law Review from American
Catholics is therefore coming to an end. All we can do is hope that we will be
financially able to continue publishing our professional journal. We thank everyone
who has recently paid their membership fees as well as those who have sent us
additional donations. For all donations of CZK 1,000 or more we automatically
send confirmation for tax purposes; for donations of smaller amounts on request.
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The Result of the Competition for the Best Legal Journal

The Society of Czech, German, Slovak and Austrian Lawyers of the Karlovy Vary
Law Days (Karlsbader Juristentage) has announced the results of this year’s com-
petition to find the best legal journal in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. This year,
the Church Law Review unexpectedly came 25" out of the 38 competing journals.
Nevertheless, we would like to thank everyone who voted for us. We ask you all
to support us again next year and hope that the Society members and readers who
did not send us their vote this year will not forget about us.

MSeno Parish News is Changing its Name to Christian MSensko
We have taken into account the objections raised by one of the members of our
Society that, as the Church Law Society, it is not up to us to publish parish news,
and therefore since 1* September 2025 we have changed the name of this magazine,
which the management of the Church Law Society has been publishing for more than
a year now. The newly named monthly magazine Christian Msensko (Kiestanské
Msensko) has the subtitle About life in Mseno, Kokorinsky ditl and the surrounding
area. The magazine has been assigned a new ISSN number by the state authorities.
The new name more accurately conveys that it is not only a magazine for
members of the Catholic and Protestant parishes in Mseno and the surrounding
area but is for all the people living in the towns and villages in the whole district.
The phrase Mseno Parish News could give the impression that its interest is con-
centrated only on life inside the Roman Catholic parish and the Czech Brethren
Evangelical congregation. Or possibly also the district vicariate of Mlada Boleslav
and the seniorate of Podébrady. Now it clearly shows that it is for everybody. It is
Christian because it is based on the Christian faith and canon and church law.

The CLS Management and the Academy of Canon Law at a Joint Lunch

At noon on Monday, 1% September 2025, Jifi Rajmund Tretera and Zaboj Horak
were welcomed at Brno’s Petrov by Mons. Karel Orlita, judicial vicar of the
Diocesan Ecclesiastical Court in Brno and president of the Academy of Canon
Law, and ICDr. Mgr. Bc. Zuzana Siborova (née Kubikova), secretary of the
Academy. Over lunch in the L’Eau Vive restaurant, which is run by sisters of
the Apostolic Life Community Donum Dei, the aforementioned representatives
of both professional associations cemented the cooperation between the Prague
office of church canon law and the Academy of Canon Law in Brno.
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CLS Members Once Again Attend the Church and State Conference in Brno
On Tuesday, 2™ September 2025, the 31% Church and State international scientific
conference was held in the Faculty of Law at Masaryk University in Brno. In a short
and concise introductory speech, Assoc. Prof. Martin Skop, dean of the law faculty
in Brno, welcomed all the participants. He was followed by Professor Jifi Rajmund
Tretera, CLS president, who gave a welcoming speech.

The first block of contributions, moderated by Assoc. Prof. Zaboj Horak, focused
on canon administrative law. The speakers during this block were JUDr. Ronald
Némec, Mgr. Jakub Nagy and JUDr. Michal Lamparter. After lunch, the second block
of presentations were devoted to religion law and was moderated by JUDr. Kamila
Abbasi. The speakers were JUDr. Katefina Simackova, who sent a recorded pres-
entation, and, in person, professors Filip K¥epelka and Damian Némec. The con-
ference’s third and final block, moderated by Professor Némec, focused on canon
matrimonial law. Lectures were given by Assoc. Prof. Jifi Dvoragek, Dr. Simon
Polivka and Dr. Monika Menke.

Congratulations to Members of the Church Law Society

Mgr. Jan Hajek from Karlovy Vary, deacon of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church,
retired naval officer and prison chaplain, celebrated his 77" birthday on 20% June
2025.

Mons. ICLic. Jan Miicka, chaplain to His Holiness, long-time dean and judge at
the Interdiocesan Ecclesiastical Court in Olomouc, now a guardian of justice at
the same court and priest assisting in the parish of Straznice, a founding member
of the Church Law Society, celebrated his 75 birthday on 9* July 2025.

Mprs. Marie Michaela Hajkova from Karlovy Vary, a friend of the CLS and wife
of Mgr. Jan Hajek, celebrated a significant birthday on 10* July 2025.

R. D. PaedDr. ICLic. Michal Podzimek, Ph.D., Th.D., from Liberec, judicial vicar
at the Diocesan Ecclesiastical Court in Litoméfice and lecturer in the Department
of Philosophy at the Faculty of Science, Humanities and Education, the Technical
University of Liberec, celebrated his 55" birthday on 18" July 2025.

Mgr. ThDr. Jiri Ignac Lanka, Ph.D., SChLJ, police chaplain and priest at the
Rector’s Church of the Virgin Mary and St. Charles the Great at Karlov, Prague 2,
celebrated his 60" birthday on 23 July 2025.
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Mgr. Tomas Ricka, Ph.D., member of Jesenice Town Council, former assistant
at the Prague University of Economics and Business, with extensive experience
in banking and at Wisdoma, s.r.o. and other business companies, celebrated his
50" birthday on 30" July 2025.

Mons. Michael Slavik, Th.D., resident canon at the Metropolitan Chapter of
St. Vitus, long-time rector of the Archdiocesan seminary and vicar general of the
Archdiocese of Prague, celebrated his 70* birthday on 30" July 2025.

Assoc. Prof. ThDr. Alfréd Somogyi, PhD., senior of the Bratislava Seniorate of the
Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia and head of the Department of Historical
Sciences at the Reformed Theological Faculty, J. Selye University, Komarno,
celebrated his 55™ birthday on 30" July 2025.

Mgr. Lukds Svoboda, a lawyer from Kralupy nad Vltavou, celebrated his 50" birth-
day on 2™ September 2025.

JUDr: Viktor Hodek, Ph.D., MPA from Prague, deputy head of the justice personnel
department at the Ministry of Justice, celebrated his 50" birthday on 3™ September
2025.

Mprs. Jana Noskova, a bookseller from Prague and employee of the Church Law
Society, celebrated her 60™ birthday on 6 September 2025.

Mgr. Ondrej Simer from Prague—HoleSovice, was ordained a deacon on 6% Septem-
ber 2025 in the Cathedral of Saints Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert. The ordination
was performed by Mons. Vaclav Maly.

JUDr. RNDr. PhDr. Ing. Jan Lipa Ph.D., MBA, M.Div., LL.M., from Prague, from
the Institute of Humanities in Medicine at the First Faculty of Medicine of Charles
University, a Buddhist monk, celebrated his 50" birthday on 18" September 2025.

Mgr. Jakub Nagy, from Hradistko, executive editor of Church Law Review and
doctoral student at the Department of Legal History of the Faculty of Law, Charles
University, celebrated his 30" birthday on 13" October 2025.

Editorial Board



